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E X P L A N A T O R Y N O T E .

This multlgraphed circular Is largely made up from
notes received from agricultural explorers, foreign
correspondents, cooperators, and others, relative to
the more important plants which have recently been
received by the Office of Foreign Seed and Plant In-
troduction of the Department of Agriculture; in it are
also contained accounts of the behavior in America of
plants previously introduced. Descriptions, appearing
here are revised and published later in the Inventory
of Seeds and Plants Imported.

Applications from experimenters for plants or seeds
described in these pages may be made to this Office at
any time. As they are received the requests are placed
on file and when the material is ready for the use of
experimenters it is sent to those who seem best situ-
ated and best prepared to care for It. The plants or
Seeds here described (except such as are distributed
direct or are turned over to specialists in the De-
partment who are working on investlgational problems)
are propagated at our Plant Introduction Field Stations;
and when ready to be distributed are listed In our an-
nual check lists, copies of which are sent to experi-
menters in the late fall. It is not necessary, how-
ever, to await the receipt of these lists should one
desire to apply for plants which are described herein.

One of the objects of the Office of Foreign
Seed and Plant Introduction is to secure material for
plant breeders and experimenters. Every effort will
be made to fill specific requests for experimental
quantities of new or rare foreign seeds or plants.

David Fairchild
Agricultural Explorer in Charge

Office of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction,
Bureau of Plant Industry,

V. 5, Department of Agriculture.

Issued April 5, 1921. Washington, D.C.

Any one desiring to republish any portion
of this circular should obtain permission by
applying to this Office.
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Citrus grandis (Rutaceae), 52388. Pummelo. From Nakorn
Chaisri, Slam. Seeds presented by Dr. Yai, of Bangkok,
Minister of Agriculture, through Mr. J. F. Rock, agri-
cultural explorer. "'Nakorn Chaisri pummelo.' There
are three distinct seasonal crops, and I was told that
the crop borne during the rainy season usually pro-
duced seeds, while in the other seasons the fruits are
seedless. Dr. W. A. Graham, agricultural advisor, says
that the occasional formation of seeds is due to pol-
lination by a fly which is apparently absent at other
seasons.

"Dr, Yai, who is an expert on pummelos, etc.,
says that it will be futile, to take the Nakorn Chaisri
pummelo to America. He says that when plants of this
pummelo are brought to and planted in Bangkok, they
change their character entirely and become quite a
different thing, that the trees, in fact, bear fruits
identical with a pummelo long cultivated in Bangkok
and known as fBan Kun Non.? Dr. Yai thinks that the
Nakorn Chaisri pummelo originated from this Ban Kun
Non, and that when brought to Bangkok from Nakorn
Chaisri, only an hour or so distant by rail, it re-
verts to the Ban Kun Non. The Nakorn Chaisri pummelo
cannot be shipped for various reasons, the main one is
that it loses its aroma.

"The citrus fruits differ considerably here: for
example, all citrus fruits grown south of Bangkok,
i. e., nearer the sea, are far superior to those north
of Bangkok. A matter of eight miles or so makes a tre-
mendous difference. Citrus fruits evidently require
salt or brackish water. Those grown south of Bangkok
are irrigated or inundated by very salty water as the
tide carries the ocean water a considerable distance
up the Menam river. When planting the Nakorn Chaisri
pummelo elsewhere the natives always add salt to the
soil.

"North of Bangkok the river water is quite sweet.
I tasted Mandarins (choice fruits grown south of Bang-
kok) and fruits from stock which was derived from the
southern garden but grown north of Bangkok, and the
difference was tremendous. Those grown south of Bang-
kok sell six ticals a hundred, while those grown north
of Bangkok, although larger than the southern Mandar-
ins, are not comparable in aroma and sell for three
ticals per hundred."

Citrus grandis (Rutaceae), 52389. Pummelo. From Bang-
kok, Siam. Seeds presented by Dr. Yai, Minister of
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Agriculture, through Mr. J. F. Rock, agricultural ex-
plorer. "!Thong Dee pummelo.1 Dr. Yai considers this
the best pummelo of Si am: it is somewhat acid, and so
is better liked than the Nakorn Chaisri which is very
sweet; it is a splendid shipper and has quite the aro-
ma of the Nakorn Chaisri. The Thong Dee pummelo does
not lose its flavor when planted elsewhere; it often
produces seeds but is also seedless at times,"

Clematis tangutiea obtusiuseula (Ranunculaceae), 52337.
Clematis. From Cambridge, England. Seeds presented by
Mr, F. G. Preston, Botanic Garden. A glaucous-green
climbing shrub, native to central Asia, with long-
petioled, pinnatisect leaves, 3 to 5 inches long, con-
sisting of lanceolate, coarsely serrate segments up to
2| inches long, often lobed in one or both sides. The
nodding solitary flowers are very large, on erect pe-
duncles 6 inches long and arched at the tip. The
ovate-lanceolate, golden-yellow sepals, 2 inches long,
are strongly 3-ribbed, glabrous within, the, margins
tomentose, and with recurved tips. (Adapted from
Curtis!s Botanical Magazine, pi. 7710.)

Davidsonia pruriens (Cunonlaceae), 52352, From Bur-
ringbar, New South Wales. Seeds presented by Mr. B.
Harrison. "A palmlike tree with large, long-lobed
leaves at the top. The pear-shaped, purple plums are
borne on the trunks and even on the roots of the tree
if these are exposed above the surface of the ground.
The fruit juice makes a good drink for summertime,
and could also be used for coloring liquids, etc."
(Harrison.)

Elaeocarpus siamensis (Elaeocarpaceae), 52437. From
Bangkok, Siam. Seeds collected by Mr. J. F. Rock, ag-
ricultural explorer. "A fine ornamental foliage tree,
producing seeds in great abundance. The seeds are
used as a narcotic by the Lao. The tree will grow well
in Florida." (Rock.)

A tree about 9 m. high, with densely puberulent
young branches and reddish bark. The lanceolate papery
leaves are 7 to 14 cm. long, and 2.6 to 6 cm. wide.
The white flowers are in racemes, and have tte petals,
5 mm. long and 4 mm. wide, fringed almost to the mid-
dle. The tree is found in an evergreen jungle at
Chiengmai on Dai Sootep at an altitude of 660 m. Lao
name "Mai Moon." (Adapted from Kew Bulletin of Miscel-
laneous Information, 1911, p. 23.)
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THE PIN PEAB.

(Pyrus chinensis Lindl., S. P. I. No. 38263.)

The pin (luscious) pear was called to F. N. Meyer's attention
in February, 1914, in the village of Wulipu, Honan, China.
He never saw the fruit, but was informed that it attains
large size and is not a good keeper. Trees of it have just
borne at the Chico Plant Introduction Field Station. Unlike
the Kieffer and Le Conte pears, the well-known examples
of Chinese pears in America, this variety is a good eating
pear, being sweet, very juicy, and of melting texture. What
its resistance to the blight will prove to be is uncertain. So
far it has been blight free. It certainly is worthy of a wide
trial in all regions where the oriental pears are grown.
(Photographed, natural size, by David Fairchild, Chico,
Calif., September 24, 1919; P25653FS.)


